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Has God Cast Away His People? 

Understanding Israel’s Past, Present, and Future Through Scripture 
By David Crespo 

There is a rising confusion—even hostility—toward the Jewish people and the nation of Israel. This sentiment is 
increasing not only in the world but within parts of the church. My goal is not political commentary. It is 
simply to ask, What does God say? 

Scripture provides a detailed prophetic outline of Israel’s past, present, and future. Nothing about their current 
unbelief is random. God told us this long before history unfolded. 

 

1. Has God Cast Away His People? (Romans 11) 

Paul begins with a direct question: 

“I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly not!” 
—Romans 11:1 

He is speaking about ethnic Israel, the descendants of Abraham. Though Gentiles were coming to Christ in large 
numbers and most Jews were rejecting Him, Paul makes clear God is not finished with His people. 

A. Israel’s unbelief is real—but temporary 

“Blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.” 
—Romans 11:25 

B. Israel’s unbelief brought salvation to the Gentiles 

“Through their fall… salvation has come to the Gentiles, to provoke them to jealousy.” 
—Romans 11:11 

C. Israel’s future salvation is certain 

“And so all Israel will be saved… The Deliverer will come out of Zion, and He will turn away ungodliness from 
Jacob.” 
—Romans 11:26 

Paul anchors these promises with a critical doctrinal truth: 

“For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.” 
—Romans 11:29 
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2. God’s Covenant With Abraham (Genesis 12, 15, 17) 

God called Abram and made three core promises: 

A. A land 

“To a land that I will show you.” 
—Genesis 12:1 

B. A nation 

“I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great.” 
—Genesis 12:2 

C. A blessing for the world 

“In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
—Genesis 12:3 

This pointed forward to the Messiah, Jesus, who would come through Abraham’s lineage. 

The Land Covenant 

God defines Israel’s borders: 

“To your descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates.” 
—Genesis 15:18 

Israel controlled the majority of this territory under King Solomon. 

An Everlasting Covenant 

God emphasizes permanence: 

“I will establish My covenant… for an everlasting covenant… 
Also I give to you and your descendants… all the land of Canaan as an everlasting possession.” 
—Genesis 17:7–8 

Two everlasting realities: 

• The covenant 
• The land possession 
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3. Israel’s Scattering and Regathering Foretold (Deuteronomy 30) 

Before Israel ever entered the Promised Land, God told them what would happen: 

“You will call them to mind among all the nations where the Lord your God drives you.” 
—Deuteronomy 30:1 

And after discipline: 

“The Lord your God will bring you back… and gather you again from all the nations where He has scattered 
you.” 
—Deuteronomy 30:3 

This regathering is global and is not the return from Babylon. 
It is end-times in scope. 

 

4. Ezekiel’s Prophecy of Israel’s Modern Regathering (Ezekiel 36–37) 

A. God prepares the land before the people return 

“O mountains of Israel… they are about to come.” 
—Ezekiel 36:8 

B. God regathers Israel for the sake of His name 

“I do not do this for your sake… but for My holy name’s sake… I will take you from among the nations… and 
bring you into your own land.” 
—Ezekiel 36:22–24 

C. Israel returns in unbelief 

The dry bones prophecy: 

“These bones are the whole house of Israel… they are very dry.” 
—Ezekiel 37:11 

The bones assemble, but: 

“There was no breath in them.” 
—Ezekiel 37:8 
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A physical regathering—but spiritual deadness, that is, Israel will be back in the land but in a state of unbelief. 

This began in 1948, exactly as God foretold. 

 

5. Israel’s Future: The Tribulation and National Salvation 

A. The Tribulation is God’s final dealing with Israel 

The 70th week of Daniel (Daniel 9), Revelation 6–19, and Romans 11 converge here. 

B. Israel will turn to Jesus when they see Him 

The LORD (pre-incarnate) speaks through Zechariah: 

“They will look on Me whom they pierced… and mourn for Him.” 
—Zechariah 12:10 

Zechariah wrote this ~500 years before Christ was born, demonstrating the eternal identity of the Messiah. 

 

5C. Daniel’s Seventy Weeks: God’s Prophetic Timeline for Israel 

Gabriel tells Daniel: 

“Seventy weeks are determined for your people and your holy city.” 
—Daniel 9:24 

• Your people = Israel 
• Your holy city = Jerusalem 

This prophecy concerns Israel, not the church. 

The 69 Weeks Fulfilled 

The clock starts: 

“From the going forth of the command to restore and build Jerusalem…” 
—Daniel 9:25 

This was the decree of Artaxerxes (Nehemiah 2). 

Gabriel says Messiah appears after: 
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“Seven weeks and sixty-two weeks.” (69 total) 
And then: 
“Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself.” 
—Daniel 9:25–26 

This spans 483 years, fulfilled exactly in the life and death of Jesus. 

The Prophetic Gap 

After Messiah is cut off, Gabriel describes: 

“The people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary.” 
—Daniel 9:26 

This happened in 70 AD, proving a pause exists between the 69th and 70th week. 

This gap is: 

• The Church Age 
• The Times of the Gentiles 
• The period of Israel’s partial blindness (Romans 11:25) 

The 70th Week = The Tribulation 

The final week is still future: 

“He shall confirm a covenant… for one week.” 
—Daniel 9:27 

This is the 7-year Tribulation, during which God’s focus returns to Israel. 

A note on the “weeks”: The Hebrew word for “week” (shavuah) means “a unit of seven.” In Daniel 9 it refers 
to seven-year cycles, a concept Israel already understood from the SabbaFcal cycles in LeviFcus 25. 
Therefore, the 70 weeks are 70 weeks of years—a total of 490 years. 

 

6. Jesus Will Judge the Nations by Their Treatment of Israel (Matt 25:31–46) 

At His second coming: 

“When the Son of Man comes in His glory… He will sit on the throne of His glory.” 
—Matthew 25:31 

He will separate the nations: 
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“He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left.” 
—Matthew 25:33 

And declares: 

“Inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.” 
—Matthew 25:40 

“My brethren” is Israel—especially persecuted Jews during the Tribulation. 

Jesus personally identifies with His people. 

 

7. Summary: God’s Plan Is Unbreakable 

1. God chose Israel (Genesis 12) 
2. God gave them an everlasting covenant and everlasting land (Genesis 17) 
3. God foretold their discipline and scattering (Deuteronomy 30) 
4. God foretold their worldwide regathering (Ezekiel 36–37) 
5. Israel is now regathered but still in unbelief (Ezekiel 37) 
6. Israel will recognize Jesus at His return (Zechariah 12; Romans 11) 
7. Daniel’s 70 weeks outline God’s full plan for Israel—past, present, future 
8. The gifts and calling of God are irrevocable (Romans 11:29) 

 

Conclusion 

God has not cast away His people. 
He has not replaced them. 
He has not canceled His covenant. 

He remains faithful—even when His people are not. 

And the day is coming when Israel will look upon the One, they pierced, turn to Him in repentance, and be 
saved. Everything God declared will unfold exactly as written. 

 


